
Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
August 4, 2019 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

My Dear People: 
 
A “religious experience” is when one feels the 
presence of God.  This happened to me a few 
weeks ago when Kelly Bownes took me to 
see Debbie White, former principal of OLS 
School. 
 
Debbie was Principal for eight years, during 
the renaissance of the school.  We had been 
having various problems, and it was at this 
time, around 1996, that the Bruno family 
renovated the school. 
 
About a year ago, we were all devastated to 
hear that Debbie, picture of health, had a fast 
growing, deadly, brain tumor.  She, ultimately, 
had brain surgery, during which she had to be 
conscious. They removed 80% of the tumor 
and left the 20% there to be treated, mainly 
by radiation.  A couple of months ago I saw 
her in the supine position, hardly able to talk, 
seizures were her latest cross. 
 
A few weeks ago Debbie received the 
surprising report that what they had been 
treating had disappeared.  The subsequent 
check-up and results were scheduled for 
Thursday, July 25.  Prayers from friends, the 
school and parish have flooded the throne of 
God, and that Thursday I could hardly believe 
what I saw.   
 
First, in the early part of the day, the MRI 
said, again, no return of the tumor, and I was 
invited to be at the home for the results of the 
MRI.  Not only did they not find a trace, but I 
saw Debbie almost in her pristine condition.  
Her mind was great and her speech so clear 
and beautiful.  Her memory, as we 
reminisced, was sharp.  She will be checked 
every 3 to 6 months and will not have a 
statement of complete remission for 5 years.  
Her speech therapist was our own Sheila 
Carlisle.  It was all a great favor from the 
Almighty, and come the 5 years, clearance 

will definitely make it a second class miracle.  
That Thursday afternoon I could feel the 
presence of God.  Debbie, herself, prays 
daily, staying so close to Jesus since the 
discovery of the tumor. 
 
If the truth be known, I also felt the presence 
of God in my driver, Kelly Bownes.  She is at 
the 6:30 a.m. daily Mass.  She also takes 
Jesus in the Eucharist to people she follows 
back from the hospital who are still 
homebound.  Debbie’s husband, Mike, says 
that Kelly is one in a million, as she has been 
the regular visitor with Jesus in the Host every 
week for months.  Kelly also goes with that 
great team of four after the 7 a.m. Mass on 
Sunday to bring the Lord to those at UAB.    
There are others she visits, and with a staff, 
runs her own very successful business, 
always giving God much credit. 
 
There are so many “ready for heaven” 
parishioners in this parish that I could never 
voluntarily leave this place of so many saintly 
people. 
 
If we can’t find God in so many of our saintly 
parishioners, we probably will never find Him. 
 
 

With prayers and blessings, 
Father Muller 
 

 
The Feast of the Assumption is August 15.  
This is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass 
times are as follows: 
 
Wednesday, August 14: 6 p.m. Vigil 
 
Thursday, August 15:         6:30, 7:30 a.m. 
              9:00 a.m. (school) 
                 12 noon 
                        6:00 p.m. 
 

 
Vita D’Amico, Mary Ann 
Huie, Charlie Kai Wadsworth, 
Melanie Gilchrist, Kennie 
Skellie 
 



The Rosary is said every weekday after the 
6:30 a.m. Mass, and before the 7:30 Mass.  It 
starts at 7:10 a.m.  If you come to either 
Mass, what better way to start your day!  Why 
not make the effort?  You will be blessed. 
 

 
 
Monday, Aug. 5                           Special Intention
 Sp. Int. Mike Carter  
  Sergio Sciancalepore 
Tuesday, Aug. 6                   Frank Simonetti 
 John A. Holt
 Deceased of OLS  
Wednesday, Aug. 7                           Special Intention 
 Sp. Int. OLS Shut-Ins
 Frank Simonetti 
Thursday, Aug. 8  Nancy Madison 
 Rosalie Giambrone
 James Joseph, Jr. & Leonora Fox  
Friday, Aug. 9 Special Intention 
 Sp. Int. Vicki Ross 
 Sp. Int. Jo Anne Mankoski 
Saturday, Aug. 10 Donors to OLS School Foundation 
 Jeff Stanford
   Frank Simonetti 
Sunday, Aug. 11                         People of the Parish 
 Lena Carruba 
                            David & Marian Stephens Heatherly 

 

CHAPEL OF OUR SAVIOR 
The Chapel needs permanent Committed 
Adorers for: 
Monday at 9 AM (Share with Partner) 
Wednesday at 6 AM (Share with Partner) 
Wednesday at 9 AM (Share with Partner) 
Thursday 12 Midnight (New Vacancy) 
Friday at 1 PM (Share with Partner) 
Saturday at 11 AM (Share with Partner) 
Sunday at 2 PM (Share with Partner) 
Our goal is to have at least 2 people on each  
hour. These are the hours needed, but do 
select an hour that best fits your schedule. 
Please call Mary Claire Brouillette at  
871-2909 or Trudy Carpri at 643-0248. 
 

 

PLEASE HELP!  Volunteers are needed to 

assist with serving dinner and clean-up on 
Monday nights from 5:45 – 7 p.m. during the 
R.C.I.A. Class.  Ideally, we would like to have 
teams of four, which would be rotated on a 

weekly, or monthly basis, depending on the 
number of volunteers.  This is a wonderful 
service to our parish, open to all, including 
our youth groups.  R.C.I.A. begins October 7, 
and runs through Easter.  Please call Gayle 
Busby at 205-383-8522 if you would like to be 
a part of this ministry.   
 

Parish School of Religion (PSR) offers 
Faith Formation classes for all ages from 3 
year olds through high school.   
 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW!  Go to 
www.olspsr.com to register or call Suzanne 
Corso or Tracy Doyal for more information at 
871-1431. Or email at 
psr@ourladyofsorrows.com. 
 

Sacramental Preparation classes are two 
year programs. 
 

First Holy Communion – all 1st and 2nd 
grades should be enrolled in PSR to prepare 
for the class.  The sacrament is received in 
2nd grade. 
 

Confirmation – All 7th and 8th grades should 
be enrolled in PSR to prepare for the class.  
The sacrament is received in 8th grade. 
 
Do you love to share your faith with others?   
Consider volunteering with our PSR program.  
There are many ways to help from being a 
catechist, an assistant or office volunteer.         
Call Suzanne Corso at 871-1431 or email at 
dre@ourladyofssorrows.com 
 
Do You Love to Sing?  PSR is looking for 
someone to lead children ages 3-9 in music 
during PSR classes each Sunday from 10:00-
11:15.  The responsibility would be shared 
with another music leader.  Call Suzanne 
Corso at 871 -1431 or email at 
dre@ourladyofsorrows.com . 
 
 

The Adult Choir is looking forward to a new 
season this Fall and we need members! If you 
would like to join the choir, rehearsals are 
Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the 
music room, starting August 7, and running 
through May.  We need all voices, men, in 

http://www.olspsr.com/
mailto:psr@ourladyofsorrows.com
mailto:dre@ourladyofsorrows.com


particular. We will begin singing Sunday 
mornings in September. More information can 
be found in the Ad section of the bulletin.   
 
 

What's Going on in Youth Ministry? 
 

Life Teen High School 
 

Wednesday, Aug. 7:  7- 9 p.m.  Tacky 
Bowling Night at Vestavia Bowl!  Wear your 
craziest attire and join us for a fun night 
together.  Meet at the bowling alley at 7 p.m.  
Dinner is provided.  Please bring $10. 
 

Edge Middle School 
 

Sunday, Aug. 4:  4 – 8 p.m.  Summer’s Over 
Skate Party at Roller Motion!  Dinner and 
skates provided.  Meet at location or email for 
a spot on the bus leaving from OLS.  Cost is 
$5. 
 

 
Empower Training at OLS!  
All youth volunteers, 
parents, catechists, 
educators, priests, etc. who 
are interested in learning 
more about teaching the 

faith to this generation of teens are invited to 
OLS for a LifeTeen conference called 
EMPOWER. Come for a one-day retreat on 
Saturday, August 17, from 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
in the Family Life Center.  The retreat is 
focused on learning how to love and serve the 
youth in various ways. Email 
carol@olsyouth.com for more details! 
 

 
OLS Parish Children’s Choir begins on 
August 21st!  Would you like to learn how to 
sing? Consider joining the OLS Parish 
Children’s Choir! The choir is open to all 
children of the parish, who are in grades 2-9. 
We meet on Wednesdays from 3:30-4:30 in 
the Choir Room for rehearsals, and sing for 
the 8:30 a.m. Mass once a month. We also 
have the opportunity to sing for Christmas 
Eve and Easter! Please contact Mrs. Garcia 
for more information at:  

olschoirkids@gmail.com. Come and make a 
joyful noise! 
 

  
Nazareth House is looking for volunteers 
interested in working with children and youth 
having intellectual and developmental 
disabilities in a Saturday morning city-wide 
program of religious education.  Catholic high-
school students are invited to a training 
workshop on Saturday, August 17, at St. 
Francis Xavier School.  The workshop begins 
at 10 a.m. in the School Annex Building and 
runs until 12 noon.  Please note that those 
who participate in the Nazareth House 
Program are eligible for service hours that 
meet the requirements for high school 
graduation and college scholarship 
applications.  For further information or 
directions, please email Sister Mary Vernon 
Gentle at Mygentle@aol.com or Father 
Patrick Cullen at Fr.cullen@stpaulsbhm.org 
or telephone 907-0287.   
 

Ladies, are you new to the parish, or have 
you been here for years? Sometimes we can 
go to Mass Sunday after Sunday and never 
feel connected to the parish or feel like we 
have a friend. We have a wonderful ladies 
group that meets on Tuesday mornings from 
9 -11. We have fun as we get to know and 
learn to support one another as we study the 
Bible and enjoy lunch. I’m sure the ladies in 
the group would tell you how great it is and 
how many good friends they have made. We 
start September 10. Come join us and get to 
know your best friend, Jesus. To sign up call 
Mary Ann Graeve at 205-908-2728. God 
bless you all. 
 

Cavalier Football $10,000 Giveaway 
 

The John Carroll Cavs Club is hosting a 
$10,000 giveaway on Saturday, August 10, at 
the OLS Family Life Center from 6 -11 p.m. 
Tickets are on sale now for $100 and include 
dinner for two, four drink tickets, and a 
chance to win door prizes. You do not have to 
be present to win. Only 400 tickets will be 
sold! Purchase yours today by clicking on the 
link at www.jcchs.org or contact 
Lcolafrancesco@jcchs.org. GO CAVS!  

mailto:carol@olsyouth.com
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