
Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
July 9, 2017 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

My Dear People:  
 
 

As long as this country celebrates the day of 
the establishment of this country, which has 
become the envy of this globe, we will, at 
OLS, have a festival that is second to none. 
 
The weather was great for the festival, and 
the crowds were impressive, if not record 
breaking. 
 
Congratulations to Fran Robertson for 
receiving this year’s recognition of service to 
the parish. 
 
People came from all over the city.  I met four 
priest who came to help us celebrate and 
socialize with the enormous crowd.  If one 
came to meet some old friends, they were 
bound to find several.  They came from all 
parts of the city and a few from Mississippi 
and Georgia.  They came in wheel chairs and 
walkers, and the young married couples 
brought children in carriages. 
 
The SPIRIT OF OLS is seen by 300 
committed adorers in the Chapel of Perpetual 
Adoration.  It can be seen by the numbers at 
daily Mass, and it is seen by the way the 
Knights of Columbus put on the greatest 
festival in the diocese.  One Knight from 
another parish asked one of our Knights, 
“How do you do it?”  Our Knight told him, 
“You have to have 68 years of practice!”  
However, this sterling record had a crisis 
when the Holy Name Society dwindled down 
to four members, at which time I used these 
four to give the Holy Name a respectful burial 
as I was looking for someone to resuscitate 
the almost dying, famous Fourth of July 
Festival at OLS. The Knights of Columbus 
from our parish came to the rescue! 
 
I cannot praise the Knights of Columbus 
enough for their yearly work on the festival.  

This organizational work starts months before 
the festival. Days before the 4th, the barbeque 
experts work amidst the smoke and the 
succulent barbeque smell to produce, this 
year, 3.5 tons of barbeque meat.  That is 
7,000 pounds.  If everyone ate half a pound 
of meat, that would mean that 14,000 people 
enjoyed the fruits of their labor. 
 
Trash and Treasure is the largest “yard sale” 
any church around puts on.  They come from 
other churches and charities to pick up our 
leftovers, our “trash”, which suddenly is now 
called a “treasure”. 
 
I thank the Knights and they thank all the 
volunteers, whose names we could never 
enumerate.  However, it is the leadership of 
Chad Gentry, the Chairman of the Festival, 
and the leaders of the different departments 
that seem consistent from year to year.  It is 
Melanie Falconer, with the thousands of small 
things in the gym, and Jack Fagan for 
furniture and larger things, such as exercise 
machines, etc.  Jack has worked for months 
in devising a curtain system for the first floor 
of the parking deck that has worked to the 
highest degree possible.  The day after the 
festival, Jack’s and Melanie’s workers are still 
working to satisfy the lines of people for the 
50% off sale.   
 
John Tighe, Chris Ragusa and John Naro 
oversee the kitchen.  Nick Graffeo and Matt 
Montegut, along with many others, spend 
days cooking the meat. Greg Pierre oversees 
the various games.  Greg and Danny 
Stephens and so many others manage the 
dismantling of all those blue infrastructures for 
the games.  The work afterwards is always 
underestimated.  John Baldwin captains the 
furniture pick-up and George Bartle the 
cafeteria. 
 
One of those tough jobs, with a one hour 
commitment for each, is to be the VICTIM in 
the popular “dunking booth”.  We were 
honored, once again, to have the Mayor of 
Homewood behind the cage, waiting for the 
bullseye to be hit with the baseballs and there 
goes “another dunk”.  Dan Sessions, 



seminarian for our diocese, also volunteered, 
as well as several others.  Susie and Jim 
Ceyte were in charge of Bulk Sales, and Tom 
Purdy had six helpers to count the proceeds.  
Bill Lange managed the all-important festival 
publicity. 
 
The proceeds from the festival go to our 
Charity Fund and to the School.  You would 
think that the BURN OUT rate would kick in 
with the hard working volunteers, but as tired 
as the workers are at the end of the day, by 
the next year they are ready for another 
commitment to bring about the friendship and 
sociability that is so characteristic of this 68 
year old tradition. 
 
A million thanks to all who contributed in any 
way to another successful festival. 
 

With prayers and blessings, 
Father Muller 
 

 

   
 
Monday, July 10 Special Intention
 Anthony Ross 
 The Bell Family 
Tuesday, July 11 Louis & Mildred Ryan
 Lena Carruba
 Diana Cusimano Fontana 
Wednesday, July 12 Special Intention 
 Anthony Ross
 Claude Dirgo 
Thursday, July 13 Norman Naccari
 Josephine Sicola
 The Bell Family 
Friday, July 14 Special Intention 
 Anthony Ross
 The Bell Family 
Saturday, July 15 Donors to OLS School Foundation 
 Peter & Anna LaDart
 Lena Lucia 
Sunday, July 16  People of the Parish 
  Anthony Ross
 Lena Lucia 

 
 
Vita D’Amico, Mary Ann Huie, 
Melanie Gilchrist, Charlie Kai 
Wadsworth 
 

CHAPEL OF OUR SAVIOR 
 
The Chapel needs permanent Committed 
Adorers for: 
Sunday at 8:00 AM 
Sunday at 9:00 AM 
Sunday at 11:00 PM 
Monday at 4:00 PM (With Partner) 
Saturday at 11:00 AM (With Partner) 
Saturday at 5:00 PM (With Partner) 
 
Our goal is to have at least 2 people on each 
hour. These are the hours needed, but do 
select an hour that best fits your schedule. 
Please call Mary Claire Brouillette at  
871-2909 or Trudy Carpri at 643-0248. 
 

 
PRAY FOR VOCATIONS 

Many people are weary and find life burdensome.  
Could God be calling you to bring comfort, 
encouragement and refreshment to others?  Trust 
that Jesus can work through you.  You can make 
a difference. (Matthew 11:25-30) 
For ministers of care, may they find strength in 
Jesus as they seek to server others. 

 
 
Sign up for funeral email notifications 
at ols@ourladyofsorrows.com.   
 
 
 

What’s Goin on 
In High School Youth Group? 

 

July 12:  Tacky Bowling!  Put on your tackiest 
attire and meet us for a fun night at Vestavia 
Bowl for prizes and food – 6:30- 9 p.m. 
 

Looking ahead:  July 19 - “Spread the Love” 
Scavenger Hunt!  Teams will go spread the 
love of Christ around B’ham with a creative 
twist!   
 

If you are interested in volunteering with our 
ministry, please contact ginny@olsyouth.com.  

 
 
 
 



Here’s the Scoop  
on MID Youth Group! 

 

Tuesday, July 11:  Meet at the FLC at 7 p.m. 
for Drive-In Movie Night!  We will take the 
Youth Bus out to Coyote Drive-In Theater in 
Leeds to see Despicable Me 3.  Return time 
is estimated around 10:30-11 p.m.  Please 
feed your teen before dropping them off.  
Bring your own snack money; tickets are free! 

 
 

Have you considered joining the choir, but 
the school year is just too busy for you 
and your family?  Well, while the OLS Adult 
Choir is on summer break, we’re trying 
something new.  We would like to invite you 
to sing with us on the last Sundays in June, 
July and August!  No extra rehearsals 
required, no professional training needed.  
Just come to the music room 30 minutes 
before the 10 a.m. Mass on the last Sunday 
of the month and give to God what He has 
given to you, the gift of song.  We would love 
to see you there! 
 

 
REBUILDING: A Divorce and Grief 
Recovery Group is a group designed to 
assist in grief recovery for the divorced, 
widowed and separated of this 
community.  REBUILDING is an 
interdenominational program and all are 
welcome.  Meeting are held in the Family 
Life Center from 6-8:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
evenings.  The next 10 week session 
begins on Tuesday, July 11.  Cost is $25; 
no pre-registration is required.  For more 
information, call 205-969-0062.  Leave a 
message and we will return your call.  
Our website is www.ourrebuilding.org. 
 

 
Blessed Trinity Shrine Retreat is 
offering a Bible Institute entitled “He 
came to Teach and Heal” on July 21-23.  
Father Gary Banks, ST, will present.  The 
fee, with accomodations and meals, is 
$180 (includes a $40 non-refundable 
deposit).  The retreat begins with 

registration at 7 p.m. (Eastern Time) on 
Friday, July 21, and concludes with 
dinner at noon on Sunday.  For 
registration information call 334-855-
4474. 

 

 
The 17th Annual CCROB Conference 
will be held on July 28-29.  The theme is 
“Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22).  
The speakers will be:  David Mangan, 
Sister Anne Marie Schreiner and 
Jacquelyn Smoke, along with Mass 
Celebrants Father Paul Asih and Father 
James Hedderman.  The registration fee 
is $20 for individuals, $50 for a family of 
three or more.  Go to 
www.catholiccharismaticrenewal.org or 
mail registration to CCROB, P.O. Box 
550023, Birmingham, AL  35255.  
Contact Ray Makofsky at 999-8947 or 
Dolores Hicks at 328-7112 for more 
information. 
 

 
The Confraternity of Christian Mothers 
will hold its next meeting on Thursday, 
July 13, at the Cathedral of St. Paul. 
Confessions will begin at 6 p.m., followed 
by Holy Mass at 7 p.m.  After Mass, we 
will meet in the first-floor room in the 
Cathedral Life Center.  This month we 
welcome Fr. Leonard Mary of The 
Franciscan Missionaries of the Eternal 
Word.  His topic will be Enthroning Your 
Home to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
Open to all Catholic women who are 
striving to grow in holiness and lead their 
families to Heaven!  For more 
information, contact Lori Donellan at 
ccmbham07@gmail.com.  
 

 
The Father James E. Coyle Memorial Mass 
will be held at the Cathedral of St. Paul on 
Friday, August 11, at 12:10 p.m.  A reception 
will follow.  For more information go to 
www.fathercoyle.org or call 205-447-8796. 
 

http://www.fathercoyle.org/

