
Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
February 26, 2017 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

My Dear People: 
 

The usher’s meeting and delicious barbeque 
dinner this past Wednesday night was great 
for those of us who attended.  Our problem 
was the attendance was “poor”.  I spoke on 
the characteristic of “SERVICE” as a hallmark 
of our faith, but I preached to the choir.  
Those faithful ones there that night 
understood their role and live it as ushers. 
 

Bill Mills, the head usher, and I dialogued on 
what we could do for an increase in 
attendance.  Bill, himself, attends five Masses 
to be sure we have men willing to take up the 
collections and seat people at crowded 
Masses. 
 

First, we need men who generally plan to 
attend certain Masses, and then they are 
given the names of “back up” men whom they 
can call if they are not coming to their 
assigned Mass.  Each usher should have 
three back ups with phone numbers.  We 
know it is too difficult to make a consistent 
commitment for a specific Mass year round. 
 

We especially need new ushers at the 
11:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Masses.   
 

Second, we should have invited the whole 
family of the ushers.  Wives could have a 
night off from meal preparation and get a 
delicious multi-course barbeque dinner. 
 

Third, if we have new ushers coming to the 
next meeting and dinner for ushers and their 
families, Bill Mills will take them aside for a 
quick five minute instruction on the “how to” of 
their job as ushers!! 
 
Keeping and spreading our faith:  The raw 
and sad statistics are that for every convert 
we bring into the Church, six of our people 
leave the Church on the national level.  I don’t 
think it is that high in our parish; I just don’t 
know for sure.  Studies in this field claim that 
most leave the faith between the ages of 14 

and 18!  The heart of the matter is that our 
youth cannot defend the faith to others and 
even to themselves.  Our youth ministers 
gave me 33 questions the youth asked and 
requested that I come up with answers.  
Hence the easy-to-read book CATHOLIC 
ANSWERS FOR TEENS and Others.  I just 
finished the last editing for typos, etc., and 
this past Thursday the presses started rolling.  
Every parishioner will receive one or more 
copies.  There is no charge since the purpose 
of the book is to help our people know, review 
and defend their faith to others (or 
themselves) when the challenge arises. 
 

The present R.C.I.A. class is smaller than 
usual, and I think many of us are hesitant to 
invite some non-churchgoing people to come.  
How often do we invite others to pray or to 
read about the faith? 
 

There is something great about “converts”.  
They don’t have this entitlement attitude.  
They are grateful they have found something 
very valuable and want to share it.  I received 
three examples this past Tuesday morning. 
  

1) At 3:45 a.m. I made an unusual visit to 
the Chapel of Our Savior, which has 
been moved to our Rectory Chapel.  A 
couple left at 4 a.m. and I thought the 
single gentleman present was going to 
also leave.  He said he was staying for 
the second hour, which is his usual 
commitment of two hours.  I was 
getting ready to leave and he stopped 
me and asked if I would say the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy with him as he 
started his second Holy Hour.  I was so 
impressed that Larry Johnson was 
willing to ask me and wondered how 
many other Catholics would have done 
the same.  Larry came into the Church 
three years ago and invited many 
relatives and friends to his mother’s 
Catholic Mass of Christian burial one 
year after his conversion.   
 

2) Around 7 a.m. that same day, I met 
Newman Waters coming out of the 
6:30 a.m. Mass, which he offered for 
his 97 year old father.  Newman is 



another great convert who came into 
the Church because of his wife’s 
influence.  

 

3) Later that same day I saw Jennifer 
Clark, another convert who is an 
excellent religion teacher for our 8th 
grade OLS School students.  She has 
spread her faith to hundreds down 
through the years. 

 

Spreading the faith is an obligation we picked 
up at our baptism and confirmation.  It is an 
obligation for which we must give a response.  
You could pass the book CATHOLIC 
ANSWERS… to others and/or invite them to 
next year’s RCIA class. 
 

With prayers and blessings, 
Fr. Muller 
 

 

   
 
Monday, Feb. 27 Special Intention
Sp. Int. Catherine Rose & Kenneth Smitherman/family 
 Bernadette Marino 
Tuesday, Feb. 28  For an Increase in Vocations
 Sp. Int. Deacon Terry & Rita Rumore/Family
 Doris Brocato 
Wednesday, March 1 For an End to Abortion 
 Dolly Barranco
 Mary Dirgo 
Thursday, March 2 Poor Souls in Purgatory
 Louise Battaglia
 Walter Cooney 
Friday, March 3 Special Intention 
 Dolly Barranco
 Sp. Int. Sr. Mary Gabriel 
Saturday, March 4 Donors to OLS School Foundation 
 Louise Battaglia
 Special Intention 
Sunday, March 5  People of the Parish 
  James L. Smotherman
 Mary Ann Pappas 

 
March 1, is Ash Wednesday.  The Mass  
Schedule is as follows: 
 
6:30, 7:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. (School Mass) 
12 noon 
6 p.m. (Church and Parish Hall) 
 

Stations of the Cross will be 
held each Friday of Lent at 7 
p.m. 
 

 

 
Vivian Bonamy, Jeanne 
Wright, Vita D’Amico, Mary 
Ann Huie, Melanie Gilchrist, 
Charlie Kai Wadsworth 
 

 

 
CHAPEL OF OUR SAVIOR 
 

The Chapel needs permanent Committed 
Adorers for: 
Monday at 9 AM (With Partner) 
Tuesday at 1 PM (With Partner) 
Wednesday at 6PM (With Partner) 
Thursday at 6 AM (With Partner) 
Friday at 1 PM (With Partner) 
Saturday at 6:00 AM (With Partner) 
Saturday at 11:00 AM (With Partner) 
Our goal is to have at least 2 people on each 
hour. These are the hours needed, but do 
select an hour that best fits your schedule. 
Please call Mary Claire Brouillette at  
871-2909 or Trudy Carpri at 643-0248. 
“The Sacred Host perpetually exposed on its 
Eucharistic throne, and, before it, day and 
night, loving souls in adoration and 
contemplation!  Is this not truly heaven on 
earth? “The Holy Eucharist by Jose 
Guadalupe Trevino 
 

 
The Knights of Columbus 
invite all parishioners to a 
Parish Fish Fry on Friday, 
March 3, at 6 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall.   

 

 
Everyone is welcome to attend Adult 
Education: Encounter and Evangelize on 
Sunday March 5.  Our speakers will be Marc 
& Donna Ayers.  Their topic is their 
conversion story.  The gathering begins in the 
Parish Hall at 9:45 a.m. with fellowship and 



light refreshments. The class begins at 10 
a.m. 
 

 
V.I.P. will be held on Tuesday, March 7.  
Mass begins at 11 a.m. in the Parish Hall, 
followed by lunch and bingo.  All are 
welcome! 
 

 

 
What’s Goin on 

In High School Youth Group? 
 
 

February 26:  Faith Formation at 10 a.m.:  
Part III of “The Bible”; diving more into 
scripture using the Matthew Kelly “Decision 
Point” series! 
 

Stop Hunger Now service project! Dinner will 
be served at 7 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  The 
service project will begin in the Assembly Hall 
at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Want to join us for the Steubenville ATL 
Youth Conference July 7-9?  Cost is $75.  
Learn more at olsyouth.com/trips 

 
 

Here’s the Scoop 
on EDGE Youth Group! 

 
 

Happening Stop Hunger Now!    :February 26
in the Assembly Hall at 7:30 p.m.  Join us at 7 
p.m. for pizza in the Parish Hall before we get 
to work!  Please register for Session #3 at 
http://events.stophungernow.org/OLS2017 

 
All women of the parish are invited to join 
the Altar Sodality for a Lenten day of prayer 
and penance on Friday, March 10. To make a 
reservation contact Jane DeMeis at 337-0023 
or Patty Echols at 822-4043 or 451-7876.  
The cost is $8 cash or check made payable to 
OLS Altar Sodality.  Deadline for reservations 
is Monday, March 6!  We hope that you will 
make plans to join us. 
 

 
St. Ann’s Guild will meet on Wednesday, 
March 1, at 10 a.m. in the Assembly Hall of 

the Family Life Center.  We will have an early 
brunch/meeting, followed by Mass at noon in 
the Church.  All are welcome.  RSVP with 
Paula Gasser at 807-6072. 
 

 

The Dementia Caregivers Group will not 
meet on Monday, February 27.  Meetings 
will resume on March 6, at 1 p.m. in the 
Family Life Center Library. 
 

 
A Creative Experience 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
Catholic School would like 
to invite you and your family 
to enjoy its students’ 
inspirational artwork, which 
will be on display in the 
Parish Hall in a special Art 

Show presentation! Don’t miss this 
opportunity to experience the students’ 
creative work first hand on Saturday, 
February 25, from 6 – 7 p.m., and on Sunday, 
February 26, from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Also, 
while you are there, be sure to say hello to 
the new OLS School art teacher Andi Arteaga 
who will be hosting the event. We look 
forward to seeing you there. OLS School is 
growing our children in knowledge and 
faith…Experience the Difference! 
 

Save the Date: OLS Vacation   

Bible School!  June 12th-16th from 

9 a.m.–12 p.m. 
 

 

Special Experience for the Lenten Season 
 
The Lenten season is a good time for 
families, students or church groups to enjoy 
an outing and grow in their faith.  Bob and 
Jan Henger are both docents at the 
Birmingham Museum of Art and will provide a 
one hour tour of the great religious art 
collection at the Museum.  You will discover 
Christian art from the birth of Christ through 
the greatest period of religious art – the 
Renaissance.  The tour is presented to inspire 
you spiritually, as well as learn new facts and 
information about our faith through 



masterpieces of religious art.  Call the 
Hengers at 823-2271 and they will arrange 
your date and time with the Museum. 
 

 

Genesis and Evolution:  What Do 
Catholics Believe?  Was it really 6 days?  
Can Catholics believe in evolution?  Were 
Adam and Eve real people?  Please join us 
for a conference that will explore these 
questions and more.  The conference will be 
Monday and Tuesday, March 6 & 7, at 
Samford’s Wright Center beginning at 6:30 
p.m.  Admission is FREE, but tickets must be 
reserved.  For more information and to 
reserve a ticket, go to 
www.tickets.samford.edu.  Sponsored by the 
Samford Center for Science and Religion and 
the Diocese of Birmingham. 
 

 

Dynamic Catholic presents 
 

PASSION & PURPOSE 
for 

MARRIAGE 
 
What’s the most important word in a 
marriage?  What is really going on in your 
wife’s head?  What do you wish your husband 
knew about you?  Discover key ingredients to 
a healthy and happy marriage at the Passion 
& Purpose for Marriage event.  Take your 
relationship to a whole new level. 
 
Featuring: 
Author & speaker Dr. Allen Hunt 
And musical guest George Lower 
 
March 18, 2017 
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Prince of Peace 
4600 Preserve Parkway, Hoover, AL  35226 
 
Get your tickets today in the OLS Church 
Office.  
 
“You cannot imagine how much better your 
marriage will be once you start applying 
Allen’s life-changing wisdom to your 
relationship and life!” – Matthew Kelly  

 
 
 
 

This changes EVERYTHING! 
Your money.  Your story.  Your life. 
 

Learn God’s ways of handling 
money with Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University!  The 
average turnaround is $8000 in 
just the first three months! 
 
 

Monday evenings 
 beginning March 20, and ending May 15,  

6:30 p.m.  
FLC Assembly Hall.   

Cost is $95 single or couple.   
 

Contact Teresa Flynn at 979-2955 for more 
information.  

 
 Sign-up sheets are in the vestibule. 


